THE ETHICAL CHALLENGES
OF THE STUDY OF
ANCIENT WEST ASIA

ON THE ISSUE OF ACCOUNTABILITY IN RESEARCH

— Workshop —

Dessin de M. Regis d’apres M.E. Flandin ; Le Tour du Monde (1861), p. 77

11 & 12 JUNE 2026 Salle Bovy, Campus Opéra (ULiege)
Thursday, 11 June 2026 Friday, 12 June 2026
10.45 -17.45 9.00-17.30
Network for Sustainable Archaeological Practices netsustainap@gmail.com
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THE ETHICAL CHALLENGES OF TH
STUDY OF ANCIENT WEST ASIA e \

NetSAP
PROGRAMME N

THURSDAY 11 JUNE 2026

10.45 -12.00 Welcome and Introduction to Ethics in Research

Laurent Colonna d’Istria (Liege University) — Accueil/ Conference Opening

Mette Bangsborg Thuesen (British Museum) & Enrica Inversi (Freie Universitat Berlin, British
Museum) — Presentation of the Network for Sustainable Archaeological Practices

Florence Caeymaex (Liege University) — Introduction to Ethics in Research

12.00 - 13.30 Lunch Break

13.30 - 15.00 Keynote Lectures: Who Owns the Past? Legal, Ethical, and Community
Perspectives
(Session Chairs: Mette Bangsborg Thuesen & Morgane Pique)

Jaafar Jotheri (University of Al-Qadisiyah) — Ownership of Archaeological Remote Sensing Data in
Iraq: Integrating Traditional and Legal Perspectives

Mariam Slimoun Alsaleem (Associate Researcher, Neuchatel University) — Palmyre et [’éthique en
archeologie : quand la communaute et les chercheurs s’engagent

15.00 - 15.30 Coffee Break

15.30 - 17.45 Archaeology of Syria: Ethics and Current Practices
(Session Chairs: Laurent Colonna d’Istria & Elise Franssen)

Ayman AlNabo (General Directorate of Antiquities, Damascus) — Syrian Heritage After the War:
Ethics, Responsibility, Northwest Syria as a Model

Michel Al-Magdissi (Musée du Louvre) — Ethigue en archéologie et archéologie de l'éthique :
quelques réflexions syriennes

Isber Sabrine (IMF-CSIC, Barcelona) - Palmyrene Voices

19.00 Conference Dinner
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9.00 -10.45 What Future for Collections from Illicit Excavations? Q\
(Session Chairs: Bogdan Smarandache & Mason Wilkes)

FRIDAY 12 JUNE 2026

Laurent Colonna d’Istria (Liege University), Francois Desset (Liege University), Elise Franssen (FNRS,
Liege University) — Trois etudes de cas sur des objets a la provenance incertaine

Alesia Koush (UNESCO Chair in Illicit Trafficking in Cultural Property and Cultural Rights, University
of Siena - CAMNES) - Illicit Trafficking in Cultural Property and Human Rights

10.45-11.15 Coffee Break

11.15 - 12.45 Whose Archaeology? Power Structures and Local Agency
(Session Chairs: Imane Achouche & Enrica Inversi)

Julie Bonnéric (Associate Researcher, Institut Francais du Proche-Orient) — Glass Ceilings: The
Organization of International Archaeological Missions in Southwest Asia and Their Relationships
with Local Professionals

Mathilde Mura (Aix Marseille University) — Is Subsistence Digging Ever or Always Legitimate?
Reopening the debate in light of recent data

12.45 -14.15 Lunch Break

14.15 - 15.45 Who Defines the Past? Knowledge Production and Decolonial

Perspectives
(Session Chairs: Sonia Mzali & Lisa Wolff-Heger)

Clara Abai (Freie Universitat Berlin) — Of the History of Tadmor-Palmyra: Silencing in the Narrative
Production

Georg Cyrus (University of Copenhagen) — The Discourses of Truth and Norms: The Ethical
Dimension of Archaeological Knowledge Production

15.45 - 16.15 Coffee Break

16.15-17.00 Continuation of Session

Roberta-Maria Ghete & Cosimo Paravano & Maya Rinderer (Forum for Anticolonial Inquiry in the
Humanities and Social Sciences) — The Politics of Rooms: Making Spaces for Anti-Colonial
Perspectives in Research, Teaching, and Learning

17.00 - 17.30 Final Discussion

Imane Achouche (Aspirante FNRS, Liege University) & Morgane Pique (HARTIS, Lille University) -
Conclusion
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